Running Head: RESEARCH METHODS                                                                                                       1

Research methods                                                                                                                                        5



Research Methods
Student Name
Institutional Affiliation
Due Date












Students are to fill in the chart by explaining the purpose, strength, and weaknesses of the three commonly used research methods of descriptive, correlation, and experiment. 
Once you select Submit Assignment, the box should open to where you can type in the table here. If you experience technical difficulties doing that, you can copy and paste the table into a Word document, complete it, and the copy it to this page. 
	Main Research Methods
	Purpose
	Strength
	Weakness

	a.
descriptive:
 
 
	To give description of the characteristics of a certain population in an accurate and systematic design (Francis et al. 1978). The method gives details about the behavioral, physical, psychological, economic and social characteristics of certain groups of people. It is used to answer where, when and what questions. 
	 Provides valuable and in-depth details of any topic under study, it is also cheap, quick and easy to conduct and gives the opportunity to combine quantitative and qualitative data collection methods. 
	 Cannot statistically verify the research problem, bias in the research results due to absence of statistical data and do not provide the cause behind the researched phenomenon. 

	b.
correlational
 
 
	 Used to relate linear relationship between two constant variables whereby a change in one variable causes change in the other. The research relies completely on scientific hypothesis and methods. 
	 Help in understanding of complicated relationships between numerous and different variables (DuBois & P. H, 1962). It also allows one to create predictions and tells whether two variables are not related.  
	 Vulnerable to bias due to self-selection into the groups being compared. They are costly and time-consuming, it only reveals relationships but does not establish the variable with most influence and does not tell about cause and effect. 

	c.
experiment
 
 
	 Give understanding of the cause and effect by illustrating the outcomes that occur when a specific factor is manipulated. It is used to give support, disprove and to verify a hypothesis.  
	 Provides specific conclusions, gives the researcher high control of determining potential outcomes, it does not limit the subject matter, results of the research can be duplicated, normal settings can be reconstructed with faster speeds, determines cause and effect and it can be integrated with other methods of research. 
	 Provide subjective results due to human error, can create unrealistic situations, the process is time-consuming, there may be practical or ethical problems with the control of variable, does not give actual explanations, current situations may influence participants, and it can be challenging to estimate human responses (Edwards &A, 1960). 



[image: note]
This information you gather for this assignment should be used for the Research Project in the Signature Assignment. Please look for any feedback in your gradebook pertaining to this assignment prior to completing it in the e-Portfolio.
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